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my husband and I recently hosted a fam-
ily of three from San Francisco through the 
home rental site Airbnb. The parents planned a 
week-long visit to take their 13-year-old son on 
a rolling journey through history with visits to 
Birmingham, Selma and Montgomery. Yep, you 
read that correctly. These travelers from Cali-
fornia — a state with the country’s most beauti-
ful stretches of coastal road — came to Alabama 
for a road trip.  

With sights set on breathing in Southern cul-
ture and inhaling some barbecue along the way, 
they embarked on what would later be reported 
back as an “epic” trip. Their travels made me 
think of road trips I’ve taken in my home state, 
but maybe more importantly, ones I haven’t. I’m 
embarrassed to say, I’ve never walked across the 
Edmund Pettus Bridge. Never been wowed at 
Huntsville’s Space and Rocket Center. Mound-
ville has long been on my list of places to visit. 
And Muscle Shoals still calls my name. 

Since spring break is quickly approaching 
and gas prices are in our favor, now is the time 
to embark on an Alabama road trip and see the 
state like thousands of visitors who roll through 
our cities and towns each year.

For a nearby alternative, consider “Ala-
bama’s Coastal Connection: National Sce-
nic Byway.” The department created this 
itinerary with nature lovers and history 
buffs in mind. The Mobile Bay area of-
fers opportunities for watching migratory 
birds on Dauphin Island, exploring the 
Bon Secour National Wildlife Refuge and 
visiting historical sites like Fort Gaines 
and Fort Morgan.

A romantic retreat
The history and charm of old Mobile 
combined with a burgeoning art and cu-
linary scene make “Mobile: A Romantic 
Getaway” a great choice for couples. “The 
city’s downtown area has all those great 
historic buildings with their beautiful 
wrought iron balconies; and the Battle 
House Renaissance Hotel in the middle of 
the entertainment district is great for a ro-
mantic weekend,” says Jones. For another 
luxurious retreat, head 23 miles south 
along Mobile Bay to the historic Marri-
ott Grand Hotel, whose spa consistently 
ranks among the best in the country. 

Returning to roots
For some, a trip down memory lane makes 
for an unforgettable excursion. One trip 
in particular stands out for Jones, who 
was tasked with creating the “Florence: 
Alabama’s Renaissance City” itinerary. 
Having lived in Florence during college, 
he is amazed at how much downtown has 
changed. “Florence’s main drag, Court 
Street, is now alive with local businesses, 
coffee shops, cafés and nightlife,” says 
Jones. The flagship store of fashion de-
signer Billy Reid and an acclaimed music 
scene make Florence one of Alabama’s 
hottest destinations.

Look through the road trip itineraries 
and you’re sure to find sights you haven’t 
seen. The series serves as a reminder of 
our state’s place in history, abundance of 
natural resources and constantly evolving 
cultural landscape. And, it sure can’t hurt 
to spend some travel funds within our 
own state. Now, all we have to do is gather 
snacks and hit the road for a uniquely Ala-
bama adventure.  

Nearby destinations make ideal 
spring break getaways.

a program of uniquely crafted trip itineraries 
designed to encourage people from across the 
country — as well as within the state — to take to 
Alabama’s highways.

The department set out to chronicle getaway 
suggestions — one for every week of the year — in 
each corner of the state and for every interest, 
from history and culture to sports, music, and 
food. The trips became so popular that a book, 
“Alabama Road Trips: 52 Great Getaways,” soon 
followed and a travel app is now available at ala-
bama.travel.

A few ideas to get your wheels spinning:
 
Family fun and learning
“When people think about spring break, they 
usually think of the beach,” says ATD public rela-
tions director Brian Jones. The “Alabama’s Gulf 
Coast: Where Kids Drive the Fun Home” road 
trip is naturally perfect for families ready for fun 
in the sun. Jones recommends taking a dolphin 
cruise, visiting the Alabama Gulf Coast Zoo and 
riding the southeast’s tallest Ferris wheel at The 
Wharf. For those who have something mellower 
in mind, the mild temps of March are ideal for 
beach walks, wave watching and enjoying Ala-
bama’s Gulf seafood.  

Tourism is big business in Alabama. The 
Alabama Tourism Department estimates the 
industry to have an annual economic impact of 
more than $11 billion, providing approximately 
165,000 jobs statewide. “Visitors have become 
increasingly more interested in three- to four- 
day trips that offer a diversity of activities,” says 
state tourism director Lee Sentell. This led the 
department to create “Alabama Road Trips,” 

By Jess simpson 

photos By laura BuChanan anD Courtesy of alaBama 

tourism Department 

Road 
Tripping 
through 

Alabama Rolling Through 
Alabama 
More suggestions from Alabama  
Tourism Department’s series exploring 
destinations state-wide. 

Selma to Montgomery: 
Crossing a Bridge into  
History

The Edmund Pettus Bridge, spanning 
the Alabama River in Selma, has be-
come one of the most iconic symbols of 
the modern struggle for civil and voting 
rights in America. It is also a focal point 
for the 54-mile route now memorialized 
as the Selma to Montgomery National 
Historic Trail. 

Eufaula: Picture-Perfect 
and Pilgrimage-Ready

Experience the state’s oldest and 
largest tour of homes on the Eufaula Pil-
grimage, which takes place each spring. 

Gee’s Bend Pastimes to 
Patchwork Tour

The women from Gee’s Bend in 
rural Wilcox County have been piec-
ing together some of the world’s most 
beautiful patchwork quilts and pass-
ing their skills down for generations. 

Muscle Shoals Is Rock ‘n’ 
Roll Heaven

Thanks to the critically acclaimed 
Muscle Shoals documentary, music lov-
ers are finding their way to the small 
town in northwestern Alabama where 
some of the world’s greatest hits were 
recorded.

Visit alabama.travel for a full list of 
road trip suggestions.

oPPosIte PaGe: (top) bragg 
mitchell mansion in mobile, 
(bottom) trowbridge’s in Florence; 
thIs PaGe: (from top) Gulf coast 
beaches, spot of tea on dauphin 
street in mobile, billy reid’s flagship 
store in Florence and rogers hall at 
the university of north alabama. 


